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Subpart A—Outer Continental
Shelf Oil, Gas, and Sulphur
Management, General

§ 256.0 Authority for information col-
lection.

The collections of information con-
tained in part 256 have been approved
by the Office of Management and Budg-
et under 44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq. and as-
signed OMB control number 1010–0006.
The information will be used to deter-
mine if the applicant filing for a lease
on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) is
qualified to hold such a lease. Response
is required to obtain a benefit in ac-
cordance with 43 U.S.C. 1331 et seq.
Public reporting burden for this infor-
mation is estimated to average 1.8
hours per response, including the time
for reviewing instructions, searching
existing data sources, gathering and
maintaining the data needed, and com-
pleting and reviewing the collection of
information. Send comments regarding
this burden estimate or any other as-
pect of this collection of information,
including suggestions for reducing the
burden, to the Information Collection
Clearance Officer; Minerals Manage-
ment Service, Mail Stop 2300; 381 Elden
Street; Herndon, Virginia 22070–4817,
and the Office of Management and
Budget; Paperwork Reduction Project
1010–0006; Washington, DC 20503.

[58 FR 45261, Aug. 27, 1993]

§ 256.1 Purpose.

The purpose of these regulations is to
establish the procedures under which
the Secretary of the Interior will exer-
cise the authority granted to admin-
ister a leasing program for minerals
and grant rights-of-way on the sub-
merged lands of the Outer Continental
Shelf.

§ 256.2 Policy.

The management of Outer Continen-
tal Shelf resources is to be conducted
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in accordance with the findings, pur-
poses and policy directions provided by
the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act
Amendments of 1978 (43 U.S.C. 1332,
1801, 1802), and other Executive, legisla-
tive, judicial and Departmental guid-
ance. The Secretary of the Interior
shall consider available environmental
information in making decisions af-
fecting Outer Continental Shelf re-
sources.

§ 256.4 Authority.
The Outer Continental Shelf Lands

Act as amended, (43 U.S.C. 1331 et seq.)
authorizes the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to issue, on a competitive basis,
leases for oil and gas, and sulphur, in
submerged lands of the Outer Con-
tinental Shelf. The act authorizes the
Secretary of the Interior to grant
rights-of-way through the submerged
lands of the Outer Continental Shelf.
The Energy Policy and Conservation
Act of 1975 (42 U.S.C. 6213), prohibits
joint bidding by major oil and gas pro-
ducers.

[44 FR 38276, June 29, 1979. Redesignated at 47
FR 47006, Oct. 22, 1982 and amended at 54 FR
2049, Jan. 18, 1989]

§ 256.5 Definitions.
As used in this part, the term:
(a) Act refers to the Outer Continen-

tal Shelf Lands Act of August 7, 1953 (43
U.S.C. 1331 et seq.) as amended.

(b) Director means the Director, Min-
erals Management Service.

(c) OCS means the Outer Continental
Shelf, as that term is defined in 43
U.S.C. 1331(a).

(d) Secretary means the Secretary of
the Interior or an official authorized to
act on the Secretary’s behalf.

(e) MMS means the Minerals Manage-
ment Service.

(f) Coastal zone means the coastal wa-
ters (including the lands therein and
thereunder) and the adjacent
shorelands (including the waters there-
in and thereunder), strongly influenced
by each other and in proximity to the
shorelines of the several coastal
States, and includes islands, transition
and intertidal areas, salt marshes, wet-
lands, and beaches, which zone extends
seaward to the outer limit of the Unit-
ed States territorial sea and extends
inland from the shore lines to the ex-

tent necessary to control shorelands,
the uses of which have a direct and sig-
nificant impact on the coastal waters,
and the inward boundaries of which
may be identified by the several coast-
al States, pursuant to the authority of
section 305(b)(1) of the Coastal Zone
Management Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C.
1454(b)(1));

(g) Affected State means, with respect
to any program, plan, lease sale, or
other activity, proposed, conducted, or
approved pursuant to the provisions of
the act, any State—

(1) The laws of which are declared,
pursuant to section 4(a)(2) of the Act,
to be the law of the United States for
the portion of the Outer Continental
Shelf on which such activity is, or is
proposed to be conducted;

(2) Which is, or is proposed to be, di-
rectly connected by transportation fa-
cilities to any artificial island or struc-
ture referred to in section 4(a)(1) of the
Act;

(3) Which is receiving, or in accord-
ance with the proposed activity will re-
ceive, oil for processing, refining, or
transshipment which was extracted
from the Outer Continental Shelf and
transported directly to such State by
means of vessels or by a combination of
means including vessels;

(4) Which is designated by the Sec-
retary as a State in which there is a
substantial probability of significant
impact on or damage to the coastal,
marine, or human environment, or a
State in which there will be significant
changes in the social, governmental, or
economic infrastructure, resulting
from the exploration, development, and
production of oil and gas anywhere on
the Outer Continental Shelf; or

(5) In which the Secretary finds that
because of such activity there is, or
will be, a significant risk of serious
damage, due to factors such as prevail-
ing winds and currents, to the marine
or coastal environment in the event of
any oilspill, blowout, or release of oil
or gas from vessels, pipelines, or other
transshipment facilities;

(h) Marine environment means the
physical, atmospheric, and biological
components, conditions, and factors
which interactively determine the pro-
ductivity, state, conditions, and qual-
ity of the marine ecosystem, including
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